BUCKINGHAM
danger. He could promise them much, but nothing that was to be gained without the shedding of blood. It was a gallant speech, from one who was soon to prove himself a gallant soldier.
At four o'clock on the morning of Wednesday, June 27th, one hundred vessels spread their white canvas to the winds carrying to the aid of the French Protestants 6000 foot soldiers and 100 horse, many of them the flower of the English nobility. Their spirits were raised by the apparent cowardice  the  enemy  displayed;  not  a  French nor a Spanish vessel left its harbour to cross their path, and this glorious  English Armada,  led  by  Buckingham in the Triumph^ made a superb progress to La Rochelle without a sight of the enemy. At home a poetaster of the day declared that this demonstrated the naval superiority of Charles over Edward III or even Elizabeth, and Neptune was made to say:
CI saw third Edward stain my flood By Sluys with slaughtered Frenchmen's blood:
And from Eliza's fleet I saw the vanquished Spaniards fly. But 'twas a greater mastery, No foe at all to meet; When they, without their ruin or dispute, Confess thy reign as sweet as absolute.'1
1 GABDINER, vi, p. 171 f.
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